
OKANAGAN MISSION SECONDARY SCHOOL

Academic Integrity

At OKM, we expect our students to conduct themselves with integrity.  For an ethical and accurate assessment of
learning, it is of the utmost importance that students submit original work, cite their sources and write tests/exams
without prohibited aid.  This policy guides us when students are untruthful, plagiarize and/or cheat.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY provides the assurance that assignments submitted by a student are original and capture
their own unique thoughts and ideas.  When another’s thoughts and ideas are included in a student’s work, proper
quotation and citation ensures that the owner of the thoughts and ideas is recognized for their contribution to the
work submitted.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY occurs when a student presents someone else’s work as their own (or presents their
own work as someone else’s).  This includes:

● distributing assignments, examination or testing materials that were not sanctioned to be shared or
distributed.

● presenting another person’s creative work or ideas as one’s own, in essays, poems, music, art, computer
programs or other projects by copying, rephrasing or reorganizing are all considered forms of plagiarism.

Examples of dishonesty and plagiarism:
● Failing to cite with quotation marks the written words or symbols of a source or author
● Copying or paraphrasing words, ideas, or graphics from any source without acknowledgement
● Failing to cite the source of words, ideas, etc., which are quoted, paraphrased, or summarized in a student’s

oral, written or creative work
● Intentional or unauthorized falsification or invention of any information or citation in an academic endeavor
● Information obtained from reading or research that is not common knowledge should be acknowledged.

Examples of common knowledge might include names of leaders of prominent nations, basic scientific laws,
etc.

● Presenting someone else’s written work (a published author’s or another student’s) as your own.
● Unless otherwise specified by the teacher, all assignments are intended to be completed independently
● Substituting words or rearranging phrasing of a published passage without indicating that changes have been

made
● Rearranging the order of sentences or ideas from the original passage and presenting it as your own
● Use of electronics to record secure materials for any reason, including: ‐ personal use ‐ distribution
● Use of digital translators to directly translate work intended to demonstrate learning in another language.
● Any submission of work that contravenes the expectations of academic integrity.

This policy is designed to clearly inform students of their specific rules and consequences regarding this type of
dishonesty.  Students are responsible for knowing OKM’s expectations for academic integrity and may be subject to
the same consequences, regardless of whether the infraction is intentional or unintentional.

OKM’s response to breaches of academic integrity:
Depending on the severity and/or frequency of the infraction, acts of academic dishonesty may result in :

● parents, teachers, counsellors, and/or administrators being informed
● the incident being recorded on the students school record
● the assignment being deemed ineligible
● the student needing to provide additional evidence that demonstrates they can meet learning outcomes on

their own merits.
● disciplinary consequences at the classroom or the school level as outlined in OKM’s Code of Conduct.
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